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avoid; for if these peoples, with whom we live day
by day, and who surround us on all sides, attacked
us, as they might do, should we abandon them, they
would give us [164] much more trouble than the
Hiroquois. Moreover, if the Hiroquois had free
access to our ports, the trade of the Hurons, of the
Algonquins, and of the other tribes who come to the
warehouses of the Gentlemen of New France, would
be entirely stopped; I say still more,—that from
this very moment the trade is going to be ruined
unless the inroads of these Barbarians be prevented.
After all, neither Monsieur our Governor, nor any
of the Frenchmen, could decide on throwing into the
jaws of the enemy the new Christians who publicly
profess themselves Frenchmen: it is also true that
our good King, whom may God bless in time and in
eternity, looked upon them and recognized them as
his Subjects in the gift that he made of these regions
to the Gentlemen of New France.

Monsieur the Chevalier de Montmagny, appre-
hending the force of these reasons, judged that it
would be necessary to make the Hiroquois speak
plainly; he gave notice to them that, if they wished
a universal peace, it would be granted to them with
great satisfaction by the French, and by [165] their
confederates; and that, if the present which they had
made to the Algonquins for the purpose of entering
into a peace with them were without pretense, they
would immediately deliver one of the prisoners they
had recently seized, such being the custom of friend-
ly and allied nations. They replied that on the fol-
lowing day they would cross the great river, in order
to come and treat of this affair with the Algonquins
in our fort, and that we should withdraw. Monsieur
the Governor, seeing well that their design was to



